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shi-kao of Parthia, who translated the popular Amitabha
scriptures, and the great Kumarajiva, contemporary of
Fa Hian and Kalidasa—whose translations of such works
as the Lotus of the Good Law are still classics. Their
optimistic promises of Buddhahood or of Paradise, and
their apocalyptic visions, profoundly moved China; and
their influence is manifest in the awakening of the pictorial
arts. From the flat bas-reliefs on Han tombs to the strong
sculptured images of Buddha and his disciples in the great
caves at Lung-men is an immense advance. And with it
China passes out of a dim flat world of spirits, good and
bad, to a world of powerful and compassionate gods
visualized in superhuman form. Weariness had numbed
the soul of.Han China as of imperial Rome its contempor-
ary; and to both came a refreshing tide of other-worldly
faith and of hope for this life; and a new concept of
personality, human and divine,, was its fruit.
In China as in Rome, men were seeking guidance from
omens, and thronging the booths of the magicians—when
there came to both the assurance that truth and right will
prevail in a world governed by benevolent law, and that
the way of salvation is open to all men of goodwill.
If there is any literature sadder than that of the world-
weary Roman, it is that of the Han general, Li-ling, whose
letter provides our fourth illustrative reading. And with
this we may compare the rosy picture of the Paradise of
Amitabha, where there is no more sorrow and sighing, no
more want, but jewels and music and joy. And as to the
exile of Patmos came the promise 'There shall be no more
sea,' so to the mountaineers of the frontier a land flat as
well as fertile is promised hereafter*
In other words, Buddhist apocalyptic writings came
into this weary land as the Christian 'Revelation' came
*  to the sad world of slave and martyr and prisoner in the
Roman empire.
To the scholar and the prosperous, too, Buddhism made
its appeal: as Christianity launched its message to the
intellectuals in its Gospel according to St. John, so the

